
wide smile as he delighted in the tales con-
tained within the pages of each book. An-
other evening, I watched as Carlos organ-
ized the houseful of kids and produced a 
puppet show. He gave everyone a role in 
his make-believe story and directed the 
grandiose theatrical show. The LGF direc-
tor and I were part of the audience and as 
we watched Carlos beaming with pride, we 
both had tears in our eyes at the miraculous 
turnaround in this child’s life.  

 

   And finally, let me tell of one other morn-
ing as a mission group from Abilene, Texas 
drove up to the house. Carlos tugged excit-
edly on my sleeve and asked, “Becky, tell 
me quick. How do you say ‘how are you’ in 
English? Hurry, I want to say that to these 
people. Please help me.” He then rushed up 
to the to the first weary traveler to descend 
from a van and asked in English, “How are 
you?” What a question! Isn’t that all that 
Christ asks of each of us? He asks that we 
care for one another and respect each pre-
cious life, nothing more. 

    Thank you, Carlos, for being you. And 
thank you supporters of La Gran Familia. 
Your time and dollars do make a difference 
in the world.  

   Every now and then we must all wonder 
whether our donated dollars and time make 
a difference in the world. Our lives seem so 
busy, full and chaotic. Everywhere we turn 
we have pressing needs of others to attend 
to, not to mention the care that we should 
give to ourselves. It seems natural to ask 
whether our time and money is being well 
spent. 

   Carlos came to La Gran Familia in 2001. 
Carlos had lived a life of neglect on the 
streets of Cuauhtémoc, Mexico. His Tara-
humara mother mistreated her four chil-
dren. They were found lying listless on the 
sidewalk, filthy, sick with respiratory infec-
tions that had progressed to oozing pus 
from their ears. Carlos had been abused 
even further. The first time that I was intro-
duced to Carlos, he was literally unable to 
look into my eyes. He had an ashamed, 
painful expression on this face and cowered 
in the corner of any room. 

   La Gran Familia truly provided a lifeline 
for this child. If you have ever visited La 
Gran Familia in Cuauhtémoc, you will 
know that the first child to greet any visitor 
and welcome them to his home is Carlos. 
Carlos had a bright, contagious smile. One 
rainy day when I was staying at the house 
in Cuauhtémoc, I gathered a group of chil-
dren around me on the porch to read books. 
We read a couple of the books and then 
most of the group left. Carlos stayed be-
hind. He gathered a lapful of books and 
wanted to read them to me. All morning 
long, Carlos read book after book to me 
with his eyes dancing and his beautiful 

   More than just invest-
ing in the education of 
the LGF children, it is 
equally as important to 
invest in them as indi-
viduals  by spending 
t ime wi th  them and 
speaking hope and vi-
sion into their lives.  
There are opportunities 
for you to be directly 
involved in the lives of 
the children at LGF; you 
can spend a week there 
this summer as a volun-
teer, or you could spon-
sor one of the children 
and exchange letters 
with them. 

   Interested? Contact 
Barbara Hautanen at 
dbhautanen@msn.com 
or 817-915-2535 



   Abel came to live at La Gran Familia because there was no school for him 
to attend where he lived.  Abel’s father brought him to LGF so that he could 
get an education and have friends his age.  He is now 12 years old and in the 
first year of Junior High.  His favorite subject is science.  He loves the study 
of different animals.  At the moment, he is studying the extinction of polar 
bears.  He is looking forward to being a veterinarian when he grows up.  He 
takes good care of the 3 dogs at LGF. 

   His favorite things to do at La Gran Familia are to play fútbol and ride a 
bike!  He plays soccer for the city team Bravos.  He loves it when Director 
Martin takes him and the other kids along with 
their bikes up to the mountains to ride on the trails 
there. 

   Another thing he loves about living at LGF is 
hanging out with Lalo.  Lalo is the “House Dad.”  
He knows how to fix just about everything!  Abel 
feels like he is learning so much from Lalo. 

   Abel’s dad moved to Chihuahua City which is 
about an hour from LGF.  He comes to visit Abel 
once a month on weekends.  Abel seems very 
happy at La Gran Familia. 

Carlos in 2015 

Rigo 

   Rigo runs a breakfast program for 
the homeless population in his com-
munity of Anahuac. His program is 
available Monday to Saturday. He 
feeds approximately 30 to 100 people 
per day. He also assists in clothing 
them through donations. His building 
is a two room structure with a kitchen 
and an open eating area nestled on a 
larger property owned by a church 
which allows him to run his program 
rent free. The facility is in poor shape, 
as are the buildings surrounding his 
building. On our approach, a couple 
of the men that were there for lunch 
were noticeably intoxicated. Rigo ex-
plained that a lot of the people that he 
feeds from the street are either alco-
holics, on drugs, or involved in some 
kind of crime. The government sup-
port is minimal, LGF funds the rest of 
his organization. The facility is run by 
volunteers led by Rigo. He shared his 
dream of hopefully having a facility 
that would also offer after-school pro-
grams, to help them get off the streets 
and give them a better life. He also 
would be interested in opening a 
home for children but to be kept and 
maintained separate from the home-
less and recreational facility. 

  Several exciting projects were presented to the LGF Foundation at the annual 
board meeting held recently in April. 
  First, the population of the home has grown significantly.  Currently there are 56 
children (29 girls and 27 boys).  Forty-six stay overnight at LGF.  There is now a 
critical need for a third passenger van.  The foundation has agreed to pay 40% of 
the value and a Mexican agency will fund the other 60%. The other 2 vans, while 
aging are kept well maintained by Lalo. 
  Second, the “new” building is now 10 years old and in need of some external re-
pairs and a little paint.  The foundation will purchase the supplies needed; approx 
$2500. 
  Third, Rigo, is researching the costs of moving ahead with his dream of offering 
services to support families to stay together.  This was Glenn’s vision, too.  The 
foundation would like to be in a position to help with the added monthly expenses. 
  Can you help LGF with a one-time or monthly donation to defray the cost of these 
worthwhile projects? 



 

   Luisa and Lalo are the house parents at La Gran Familia.  They and their boys live in 
the apartment that is in the middle of the house that houses the boys on one side and 
the girls on another.  They have 4 boys.  The oldest, Jaziel will start college in August.  
Josué is 12 years old.  He will start High School in August.  The youngest ones are 
twins Isaías and Isaac.  They will start kindergarten in August. 
   Luisa started working a LGF in the kitchen 11 years ago.  She cooked all the meals 
for the 40 boys and girls.  She also helped them with their homework, took them to 
school, and picked them up.  She took care of them like a mom would.  She took them 
to the doctor when they were sick.  She made sure they took their medicine and vitamins.  Luisa still does most of 
that, but she doesn’t cook for all 40 children every day.  She says she loves being there.  It is therapy for her. 
   Lalo is a wonderful dad to the children.  He has such patience!  He plays soccer with them and rides bikes in the 
mountains with them.  He takes them to soccer practice.  Many of the kids like to “help” him with his projects 
around the house.  They repair bicycles, cars, and trucks.  They are learning quite a bit from Lalo. 
   Luisa and Lalo are God given mentors and coaches to all the children that live at La Gran Familia! 

Briana 

   Briana is a local girl who lives with her grandmother. She is 7 years old and attends school with the LGF kids. 
She has suffered significantly in her young life. Watching her father murdered by the drug cartel. And then wit-
nessing the same for her uncle. 
   When she first arrived, she was non-verbal and cried constantly, due to the trauma in her life.  Her grandmother 
brings her to the home every morning for breakfast and to change into her school uniform.  She often arrives 
with unkempt hair and dirty clothes.  The grandmother then returns after dinner to pick her up and take her home 
for the evening.  
   Having a place that is safe and has other children to play with is helping Briana to begin to deal with her 
trauma.  She meets with a counselor and receives loving care from the LGF staff. 
   She is now speaking and emerging from her shell. Smiles 
are now replacing her tears.  She still has years ahead in her 
recovery.  Your financial gifts can stretch a long way to pro-
vide a safe and nurturing environment for the most vulner-
able children. 

 

   In 2015, Carlos began university studies 
at Tecnológica de Cuauhtémoc in the Ar-
chitecture Department. He is very talented 
and extremely motivated. Glenn Polhe-
mus was talking with Carlos about his 
career choice, and he said, “I have to tell 
you something. Do you know Becky? 
When I was younger she was here one 
summer with a group from Wyoming. She 
looked at me and said, “When you grow 
up, if you work hard you can be whatever 
you want to be, an engineer, a doctor, a 
lawyer, or even an architect. (Becky’s 
husband is an architect)” Then he said, “If 
I could see her today I’d tell her, ‘You 
said I could be an architect and now I am 
going to be one.’” 



1] The new children who of course have suffered severely 
before coming to LGF do begin to thrive. They need our 
prayers as they continue to heal and flourish.   

2] The children returned to in-school learning in March. 
Pray that they all stay healthy; especially the ones too 
young to vaccinate. 
3] Prayers for Chela, from our support staff, whose family 
is going through a difficult time. 

4] Pray that the Foundation can fund upcoming projects. 
5] Prayer for the Mexican Board, our counterpart across 
the border, as they seek new members to serve and reor-
ganize. 

6] Prayers for the American board, as we let our faith and 
hearts guide us to make wise decisions for the children of 
La Gran Familia 

If you would like more information on how to become more involved 
in the mission of La Gran Familia, please direct your inquiries to: 

Mollie Polhemus   Willa Hunter 
President    Newsletter Editor 
325-656-9636    832-282-8788 
mollie@wcc.net   lagranfamiliamexico@gmail.com 
   http://www.lgfmexico.org 

La Gran Familia is a registered 501c3 nonprofit organization 

5th grade class with their two after school tutors. In 
front is a new classroom table built by Lalo. 

May 12th the junior high children received their first dose 
of the COVID-19 vaccine. Those aged 14+ and the staff 

have already received two doses of AstraZeneca. 


