
   Martín Cordova, the direc-
tor of LGF has come down 
with COVID-19 and is quar-
antined in his home that is 
on LGF property. He of 
course was around the chil-
dren and employees before 
he tested positive. Please 
pray for Martín’s healing 
and that God’s angels will 
protect the children and em-
ployees, and keep them safe 
and healthy. 

above,  

by Lollie Twyman                                       

   Glenn Polhemus was a shepherd. Moreover, he embodied the Good Shepherd in ways that 
were tangible. Glenn was quiet and attentive; he never took his eyes off the needs of those the 
Lord had put in his care.  

   In the 1990s, beautiful partnerships began to strengthen between churches in Texas and the 
Anglican Diocese of Northern Mexico. The purpose of these partnerships was to build relation-
ships and to help meet the needs of the Church in Mexico. Glenn knew the needs of the churches 
in Mexico and he knew the hearts of the churches here. Like a shepherd, he gently guided our 
partnerships. He quietly joined needs with hearts. Before long we had a robust ministry together 
to care for God's unreached and marginalized in Mexico. 

   I first met Glenn at a gathering in the fall of 1998 where plans were underway to establish an 
Anglican church in Cuauhtémoc. Glenn headed the project. In time, there was great joy with the 
ringing of the church bells in a new community. Soon in that sacred place needs were met; 
hearts were filled to overflowing. Previously rejected children received the holy waters of bap-
tism. Sheep were brought into the fold. 

   We gathered in San Angelo during the spring of 1999. It was then that Greg Spinks first 
shared the story about the Lord sending abandoned children to his doorstep. Again, Glenn qui-
etly joined the needs of a desperate deacon and the hearts of many churches. Three children be-
came twelve children and then more. Glenn was always, calmly, taking the next step to care for 
the situation.  

   Things moved very fast during those first years of La Gran Familia. The children's physical 
and emotional needs were immense and there was much uncertainty. During those hard times, 
Glenn was like the shepherd who comes at night to stand in the middle of the field. He was our 
shepherd who kept us calm when the wolf was lurking in the dark. 

   In order for sheep to flourish, the shepherd has to prepare the fields. He must go up to the high 
country and prepare the fields for spring grazing. Year after year, whenever we moved into peri-
ods of great need, we discovered that our fields had been prepared! 

   Now as the wolf is again lurking about, we have been shown all we need to know. Glenn has 
shown us the Good Shepherd. He has always directed our eyes to the One who called him. He 
has directed our eyes to the One who anointed his head with oil. We know who stands in the 
middle of our dark nights and will always take care of His sheep. As we have come to this time 
of loss and grief, we are called to move forward and put our trust in the Good Shepherd. # # 

  Would you join with us in continuing Glenn’s vision of shepherding the children of Mexico 
with a financial contribution in his memory? 

   We are designing a trib-
ute page to display a video 
and the sentiments of the 
staff and children from 
LGF. Please take a mo-
ment to visit the LGF web-
site at LGFMexico.org 



   This year La Gran Familia has delivered 18,000 pounds of meals to the border 
for orphanages and feeding stations for migrants stranded at the border. The food 
is produced by “Kids Against Hunger” in Weatherford and Arlington. They buy 
the raw materials then package and seal the food by forming assembly lines and 
place the individual packets in 40-pound boxes. La Gran Familia loads the food on 
a trailer and delivers it to Harlingen, Laredo, Eagle Pass, and El Paso. 

   Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, “Kids Against Hunger” has 
been unable to gather groups of volunteers to pack-
age the food. However, on November 15, more food 
will be produced in both Arlington and Weatherford, 
and Glenn had planned to deliver about three tons of 
meals to El Paso before Thanksgiving. In Glenn’s 
place, Glenn’s grandson Boyd Henry and his wife 
Lindsay will pick up the meal boxes and deliver them 
to El Paso on December 4th. Please pray that some 
volunteers will step up to carry on this part of the 
LGF mission of feeding the poor and hungry on the 
Mexico-US border. If you would be interested in 
helping with these efforts  contact Deirdre at  
hunterd@rice.edu. 

   Yesterday was a difficult day 
for my health. I was in the labora-
tory and with a doctor. Glenn and 
I had talked in the morning. We 
had arranged to talk to each other 
today in the morning. I feel very 
bad about his death. Last night I 
gave the news to the children by 
video call. The doctor said I must 
be isolated in the house for ten 
more days. We pray for Mollie, 
Pilar, Deirdre, Barbara and every-
one.  

   Glenn was an angel of God on 
earth. Every step he took in this 
world was to show that sadness, 
hunger, hopelessness, hatred, and 
evil don’t have the last word. He 
showed us the loving and merciful 
face of Jesus with his actions. I 
am heart broken like you and at 
the same time I have the assur-
ance that in heaven we now have 
Glenn to continue interceding for 
La Gran Familia. I write today 
from bed, I feel weak, last night I 
had a temperature and ailments, 
but I have faith that all this will 
pass soon. God is good.   

  Written on November 14, 2020  

These 3 sisters, Lucrecia, Maria, and Mariana have 
applied for assistance in Anáhuac.  

“Glenn was like a spiritual father to me 
since I have know him.” - Martin 

   For the last several years, LGF has been looking at opportunities to expand our 
ministry reach in Cuauhtémoc, in the form of a second home that could one day  
be home to another 40 children. You may recall that we have visited many poten-
tial properties in and around the neighboring towns. We have now located a prop-
erty in the small town of Anáhuac, about 15 miles North of Cuauhtémoc, that is 
the best opportunity we have seen. We have been offered a suitable house that  
can be renovated to eventually accommodate 40 children and we are now work-
ing through final details to make this long time dream a reality.  

   As was the case when LGF first started, the need for a home is often obvious 
before the provisions to meet those needs are attained. Several children that al-
ready participate in a breakfast program, are in need of greater care. We have so-
licited their applications for a space in the future home. The plan is to start the 
home with just 10 children, and let the home expand slowly in size and number 
of children over time to help preserve the family culture LGF is known for.  



1.   Lucrecia, Maria, and Mariana the three sisters pictured on page 2. Their mother was herself raised in a orphanage 
by Catholic sisters. She is unemployed, but would like to assist in the home with cleaning and house chores.  

2.   Dulce is 6 years old and she lives with her grandmother. Her mother was unable to care for her and gave up her cus-
tody. The grandmother is quite old and is unable to provide for her adequately. They are seeking a home where she can be 
adequately fed and has a place to study. 

3.   Justin is 8 years old. He and his single mother have no family in Anáhuac. She works at a factory in Chihuahua, and 
Justin is left on his own while his mother is away at work. He wants to be a teacher when he grows up. 

4.   Marcos is 9 years old. His mother also works in Chihuahua at the same factory, and he also is on his own while his 
mother is away. 

5.   Teyli is 5 years old and her mother also commutes to the same factory in Chihuahua. She leaves her daughter locked 
up during the day for her protection. She is seeking a safe place for her to be cared for.  

Each morning, busses pick up these women in Anáhuac, drive them to Chihuahua, and return them late in the afternoon. 
This is at least a 1.5 hour commute each way! The children have four hours of school, and the rest of the time they are on 
their own. These mothers receive a very meager income from their factory jobs and have no other support. Mexico does 
not have government assistance programs like food stamps or afterschool care, like we have in the US. 

Potential property 

   Rigo Cisneros is a longtime friend of Martín, the director of LGF. They attended semi-
nary school together. Several US board members have met with him. Rigo is very active in 
community service in Anáhuac. He has been overseeing a meal program which feeds chil-
dren breakfast, possibly the only meal they will receive each day. This is how La Gran Fa-
milia got its start.  
   There are multitudes of children that need help where ever you look, and it is not that dif-
ficult to find a building in which to house the children, but it is very difficult to find a po-
tential employee who is responsible to direct the ministry. One of the main attractions to 
doing ministry in Anáhuac is that we have a dependable person whom we can employee to 
care for the children. Rigo is someone who has proven himself very trustworthy. 

Includes a laundry, 
8 bedrooms & a 
large patio.  



Some more children that 
have applied for assistance 
in Anáhuac; brothers Daniel 
& Alejandro, and Dulce 

   Do you have an acquaintance or relative that you want to 
remember at Christmas, but they have everything and are 
very hard to buy a gift for? 
   Why not consider our La Gran Familia gift cards hand-
colored by our children? We will send you as many cards as 
you want with envelopes and you return a donation of what-
ever amount you choose. Let us know soon, so we can get 
the cards to you on time. 

If you would like more information on how to become more involved 
in the mission of La Gran Familia, please direct your inquiries to: 

Glenn Polhemus   Deirdre Hunter 
President   Director of Development 
325-656-6244   832-712-2700 
safy@wcc.net    hunterd@rice.edu 

     http://www.lgfmexico.org 

  Newsletter Editor ~ Willa Hunter 

La Gran Familia is a registered 501c3 nonprofit organization 

Sample 

Glenn in Mexico, 2015 



The children had an opportunity to express their feelings on Glenn’s death. The 
following are a few of those letters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Glenn, you helped me with everything with 
school, clothes, etc., you did everything for us, we 
love you a lot, you helped us with everything, you 
kept healthy by giving to Luisa & Martin money 
to take us to the doctor. When you came to LGF, 
you came to the library and you wrote in your 
notebook that we were missing a shirt, blouse, 
tennis, uniform pants or jeans. We all thank you 
for taking care of us until your passing. God watch 
over Glenn Polhemus' family. Rest in peace in 
your grave. I love you a lot.  

Thank you for everything you gave us 
to take care of me, for always worrying 
for others, always showing pure heart 
and helping us to have a better future 
that God is by your side always and I 
will always hold you in my Heart. 
Thanks for giving me everything I 
needed for my school supplies. Glenn, 
I love you ~ Andrea 

Thank you for taking care of us and [providing] 
a roof where [we] sleep, a school, I thank you 
because you help us in everything even more 
to those in need. Thank you for supporting us 
in everything for the materials for medicines, 
the blankets, for meals, & a warm bed. Thank 
you because it helps us throughout our lives, 
everything will change one day, everything will 
be grateful until now life will be grateful more 
and more. The children’s home will be blessed 
by many people who supported us and more in 
life. ~ Esmeralda B. 

Glenn, thank you for giving us what 
we lack and for worrying so much 
about us, for being such a good 
person, for accepting us here and 
for taking care of us. Thanks for 
everything Glenn! Thanks for paint-
ing my world of colors ~ Estela 

Glenn, I am very grateful for eve-
ryone who helped us in all these 
moments that we need you. 
Thank you for getting ahead of 
ourselves, regardless of the 
problems that we got into, thank 
you for alluding to study for all 
the things that we did but I am 
more grateful for giving us your 
love and time. ~ Felipe 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Glenn, I thank you for giving me a home and a new family, and I also thank 
you for seeing you from the United States to the shelter to ask for us and for all the 
sacrifice you made for all of us and also You gave me  studies and I thank you for 
everything you gave me or that I did not earn it. 
He was also a great example for us and because you always take good care of us, I 
know that you do everything and we here are very grateful to you for everything 
you have done for us, because you gave me everything that my family could not 
give me. And I want you to rest in peace. I am going to become a good person and I 
want to go to school and help others. ~ Roberto 

Thank you for helping us, 
taking care of us for every-
thing you give us. ~ Ilda  

Thank you because you 
allowed me to be here and 
because I do not lack any-
thing, Thank you very 
much. Glenn we love him 
very much. ~ Abel  

I hold every memory of him, every 
time I went to the children's home. 
The last time I saw him was at the 
LGF home, he met my children and 
asked me how my life was, and we 
took some photos with my kids. 
He said that he was happy that I 
was taking great care of my chil-
dren and that I provide for them 
examples and teach them what I 
learned next to each one of you. It 
is what it is, I would have liked to 
see more times and stay close to 
him and each one of you. He was a 
exemplary man, he loved us a lot 
and always talked with me and 
gave me advice. Thank you all for 
that great heart and example that 
you gave us and that every day 
they make us better. - Angelica, 
one of the first children at LGF  

Hi Glenn, thank you for giving me 
what I need these years and for 
allowing me to be here with my 
brothers. Thank you for giving me 
what I need to be here in the 
great family of Gregory because 
you worry when I need something, 
food, clothes or for my studies or 
because you worry about others. 
~ Reynaldo 

We will always remember that person with a 
great heart. I know that from heaven he will 
continue to guide and support us. He will al-
ways live in our hearts to be our angel on earth 
who gave us his unconditional support. I will 
always be grateful to you for believing in my 
ability to support me and for allowing me to be 
part of your Big Family. Today thanks to him I 
am a professional. Thanks forever.  ~ Eduardo 


